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A series of four workbooks for learhers from Grades 3-6,
designed to systematically teach mental computation skills.

These workbooks are a valuable resource for
teachers, parents and learners alike.

W Mighty Mentals A ISBN: 9781779974938
W Mighty Mentals B ISBN: 9781779974891

W Mighty Mentals C ISBN: 9781779974914 -
W Mighty Mentals D ISBN: 9781779974822 VIEW BROCHURE

Contact us to place your ordetr:

CUSTOMER SERVICES advancing
Email: customerservices@macmillaneducation.co.za | Tel: 011 731 3300 > Iearnlng



https://mcusercontent.com/5526319b0a1d2ca05f163f3e4/files/d8c8472f-2031-558e-5e4e-fb018fec2a3b/Mighty_Mentals_Brochure_DIGITAL.pdf

EDITOR’S NOTE
e by Earl Joseph

. AHOMESCHOOLER’S
0 ! GUIDE TO DIGITAL
PARENTING
Navigate the impact of
technology on kids with our
guide to digital parenting in
South Africa

. WHY YOUR CHILD

@ SHOULD READ THESE 4
" CLASSIC BOOKS

Explore the enduring and
timeless value of classic books
for children in today’s digital
world

COOKING & BONDING -
BREAD ROLLS

Bake these easy white bread
rolls with your kids

THE BEAUTY OF THE
HOMESCHOOLING
JOURNEY

Move beyond academics to
explore the deep connections,
flexible learning and pure

joy of discovery that make
homeschooling a rewarding
choice for families
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My Pals Are Here!
The Primary Maths series is now
available for Grades 1to 4

Are you looking for a maths program that sparks curiosity and builds
confidence in learners? Look no further than Marshall Cavendish’'s My Pals
Are Here! Primary Maths series.

This holistic program transforms maths from a routine subject into an
exciting journey of discovery. By combining:

« Interactive visuals that bring concepts to life,
- Collaborative activities to nurture teamwork and communication skills,
« And thought-provoking exercises that develop critical thinking,

your learners will not only master essential maths skills but also develop a
genuine love for learning. Trusted by educators worldwide and inspired by
the proven Singapore Math framework, My Pals Are Here! equips learners
with the tools they need to excel both inside and outside the classroom.

VIEW BROCHURE

Contact us to place your order:

CUSTOMER SERVICES advancing
Email: customerservices@macmillaneducation.co.za | Tel: 011 731 3300 > Iearnlng



https://mcusercontent.com/5526319b0a1d2ca05f163f3e4/files/3a6f0d15-c5a1-a9b6-7947-57fedee5b3d2/My_Pals_Are_Here_Maths_Edition_4_Brochure_DIGITAL.pdf

a note from the editor

Hello everyone,

and a warm welcome to our Winter 2025 issue of SA Homeschooling
& Beyond! As we step into the new season, we are pleased to
announce The Digital Afrikan as the new publishers of this magazine.
As a homeschooler myself, | have had very different experiences of
homeschooling all my children.

Two of my older kids attended homeschooling centres prior to COVID
lockdowns while my youngest is now in Grade 5 and homeschooled
with an online service provider. This has been a sometimes tumultuous
but genuinely fulfilling experience. "The Beauty of the Homeschooling
Journey" is a story that looks at how homeschooling builds
connections outside of academics.

Winter often brings a chance to slow down and
remain indoors. A good book is always a good
companion. Our feature "Why Your Child Should
Read These 4 Classic Books" takes you and the
kids into magical worlds through timeless stories.

Comfort food is also a winter warmer and the
simple bread roll becomes a wonderful way to
huddle around the oven and bond while kneading
and rolling. Try out our "Easy Bread Recipe for
Kids".

Staying indoors also means having to entertain
the kids. "A South African Homeschooler’s Guide
to Digital Parenting" is a great guide on how to
avoid unfettered screen time, keep them safe and
use technology as a learning tool as well.

.....................................................................................

Editor-in-Chief and Publisher Earl Joseph earl@digitalafrikan.com
Chief Operating Officer Taahir Hoorzook taahirl@digitalafrikan.com
Chief Digital Officer Stanley Moloto stanley@digitalafrikan.com
Creative Director Zaheer Seedat zaheer@creativecurve.co.za

Copy Editor Roselyn Langa-Moloto rose@digitalafrikan.com

Online Publishing Ushordan Joseph ushordan@digitalafrikan.com
Social Media Creative Luyanda Ngalonkulu luyanda@digitalafrikan.com

SA Homeschooling & Beyond and the community we
serve would not be where we are without the support

of our brand partners. Our thanks go out to Conquesta
Olympiads PRAXIS Online School, MacMillan Education,
Bellavista SHARE, and Nova Pioneer. We also thank
AEE Group, Parrot Products and KragDag. Your
continued commitment and support helps us to keep
helping our parents and kids.

We hope this Winter edition fills your homes with
warmth, inspiration and new ideas.

............................................................................................

Recognised as a homeschooling stakeholder

by the Department of Basic Education.

Subscriptions & General Enquiries: info@digitalafrikan.com
Advertsing, events and partnerships: sales@digitalafrikan.com
SA Homeschooling magazine is independently published

by The Digital Afrikan (Pty) Ltd

41 Juta Street, Braamfontein, Johannesburg, 2001, South Africa

Sales Executive & Traffic Manager Aipheli Nelwamondo paris@digitalafrikan.com +27 11 883 4627 | www.sahomeschooling.com

Media Specialist Ruwayda Mahomed ruwayda@digitalafrikan.com Find us on: B © @sahomeschoolingmag B @sa-homeschooling B @SAH_andBeyond
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The views expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of the owners, the publisher, contributors or their agents. While every effort '_ o
has been made to ensure the accuracy of its contents, neither SA Homeschooling magazine, the owners, the editor, the publisher, media alliance

partners nor any of its endorsed organisations or contributors can be held responsible for any omissions or errors; or for any misfortune, injury or
damages which may arise therefrom. The same applies to all advertising. SA Homeschooling magazine © 2025. All rights reserved. No part of this

Happy reading and stay cosy.
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Distributed in Africa by
Accelerated Education Enterprises

Discover a Modern
Christian Education

Give your child the gift of a
God-centred education that
empowers and builds them up
as unique purposeful individuals

SCAN HERE

9
www.aceyoureducation.co.za | info@aeegroup.co.za | 087 820 4858
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Intensive Reading
Intervention Programme

Is your child coping well at school but finding reading difficult?
Bellavista's Winter School Programme offers high-quality,
targeted intervention for students aged 08-11years who need
support with reading - even if they 're thriving in other areas.

Mainstream environments are not necessarily resourced to
allow for the intensive help these children need. That's where
our programme makes the difference. Now in its 16th year,
Bellavista's Winter School is built on the proven RAVE-O
approach to literacy. led by Michelle Yudelowitz, who trained
at TUFTS University - the birthplace of RAVE-O - our team
delivers a powerful intervention right here in Gauteng.

Dates: 07 July - 07 August 2025
Time: Monday to Thursday | 08h00 -13h00
Cost: R450 application fee | R13,250 per student
{Includes materials, recreational activities, refreshments,
and assessments)
Limited places available - apply today!
Applications close: 18 June 2025
www.bellavista.org.za
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digital parenting }/

oouth African
omeschoolers Guide to ~ =* «
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Technology is an inseparable part of modern life. For homeschooling families, it is a powerful ally as a
gateway to endless educational resources. Yet, every parent understands the tension that comes with this
access. This guide moves beyond the debate of whether technology is “good” or “bad.” Instead, it provides

a practical framework. It will help you manage screen time, protect your children from online risks and
integrate technology into your curriculum in a way that supports healthy development.

Understanding the Double-Edged Sword

Technology is great for learning. It provides access to virtual
museum tours, expert-led courses and even collaborative
projects with learners across the globe. These tools can bring
subjects to life in ways that traditional textbooks cannot.

Navigate the impact
of technology on kids
with our guide to digital
parenting in South Africa.

However, concerns from all sectors are valid and backed by Pick up a few practical
research. A recent study from Stellenbosch University found strategies for managing
that South African teenagers spend, on average, three hours screen time, ensuring

and 17 minutes per day on their smartphones. It also found online safety and using
that this level of screen time can affect concentration, sleep technology as a powerful
patterns and mental well-being. A survey by the Smartphone- educational tool
Free Childhood (SFC) initiative in South Africa revealed that

81% of parents are worried about their children accessing

inappropriate content.

WINTER 2025 SA HOMESCHOOLING AND BEYOND



Video Conference
Webcam Full HD

Code: VC0001

Features:

« Resolution: 1920 x 1080p

« Video mode: 24bit true color

« Interface: USB port

» Manual focus

» Automatic light enhancement

* Built-in noise reduction microphone
« Multi-purpose base

Tel: 010 140 4900 / Email: sales@parrot.co.za / www.parrot.co.za

Parrot Wired
Headphones

« HD sound quality

¢ 6.3mm & 3.5mm Audio Jack inputs
« 90° rotating ear cups

* 2m - 3m stretch coiled cable

« Adjustable head band

Pin Board Adhesive

No Frame

Code: BD0325C

Features:

« Adhesive Backing

« Superior Pinning Surface

« 3 x Drawing Pins

« Light Weight

« Frameless

« For Home or Office Use

« Available in the followings sizes:
*600 x 450mm

*900 x 600mm

Whiteboard Slimline
Magnetic Rtail
Code: BD1125A

Features:
« Magnetic receptive Steel surface.
« Concealed mounting.
« Fold away aluminium pentray.
« Includes mounting instructions.
» Magnetic retail pack includes:
4 Moulded Magnets (20mm)
« 28ml Office Equipment & Whiteboard Cleaner
2 Whiteboard Markers
« 1 Whiteboard Non-Magnetic Eraser

Follow us @ @




digital parenting

Digital law expert Emma Sadleir has
warned South African parents about the
risks, stating, “Introducing a smartphone
before a child is ready can lead to
serious consequences.” There is a clear
need for solid boundaries and proactive
guidance from parents.

Finding a Balance: Screen Time Guidelines

One of the most common questions parents ask is,
“How much screen time is too much?”

While there is no single magic number, international
bodies like the World Health Organization (WHO) provide
evidence-based screen time guidelines.

e Under 2 years: No sedentary screen time is
recommended, except for live video chats with
family.

e Ages 2-5: No more than one hour of high-quality
programming per day, ideally co-viewed with a
parent

e Ages 6 and older: Consistent limits should be set by
parents. Technology use should not displace sleep,
physical activity, and face-to-face interaction.

In South Africa, movements like the “digital parent pact”
encourage parents to collectively delay giving children
smartphones until high school. This community-based
approach helps reduce peer pressure and supports
families in setting firm boundaries. The goal is not to
eliminate technology, but to ensure it is used in an age-
appropriate and intentional manner.

Practical Strategies for Homeschooling Families

Effective digital parenting is about having a plan. Here
are four strategies to implement in your homeschooling
routine.

1. Create a Family Media Plan

A family media plan is a set of agreed-upon rules for
technology use. This written document removes
ambiguity and makes enforcement easier. Your plan
should outline:

e Tech-Free Zones: Such as the dining
room table and bedrooms.

e Tech-Free Times: During meals, the first
hour after waking, and the last hour
before bed.

Device Curfews: All devices are put
away and charged overnight in a central
location, not in bedrooms.

2. Prioritise Quality Content

Not all screen time is equal. An hour
spent on a coding app is different from
an hour watching random videos. As a
homeschooling parent, guide your child
towards content that educates and inspires.
Use technology to supplement your lessons.
Explore high-quality educational apps,
documentaries, and websites that align with
your curriculum.

WINTER 2025 SA HOMESCHOOLING AND BEYOND




|} digital parenting

3. Teach Digital Citizenship and Child Online Safety 4. Model Healthy Digital Habits

Just as we teach children to be safe in the physical world, Children learn by watching their parents. If
we must teach them to be safe online. This is a critical you are constantly distracted by your phone,
component of child online safety. Discuss topics like: your child will see that as normal behaviour.

Be mindful of your own technology use. Put

e Privacy: What information is safe to share online and :
your phone away during lessons and

WHEEIS ACE family time. Show them that
e Cyberbullying: What it looks like and what to do if they you value face-to-face @ e
or a friend experience it. connection over digital

distraction.

EXIIXI)
e Online Strangers: Reinforce the rule that online friends v(‘)
are not the same as in-person friends. o = A

a' Ed.% 3

PNy |
me's

Organisations like UNICEF provide excellent resources
that can help you start these important conversations.

APPI.Y

Praxis offers the full IEB High School
curriculum in a structured yet
flexible format

,.1

b o NO
e Live Iessons + recorded backups s F .
¢ Daily timetable with teachers

Study from anywhere in SA or abroad TER
Virtual school with small class

www.praxisschools.com

PRAXIS VIRTUAL SCHOOLS - Real School.
Real Results. Virtual Convenience.

SA HOMESCHOOLING AND BEYOND WINTER 2025



Conquesta School Olympiads was awarded
‘Most Trusted Educational Resource Provider'
2024 AFRICAN EXCELLENCE AWARDS.

__ CONQUEST A Conquesta is a member of ASTEML

Take the Challenge!

r
B
s

Annual Academic Olympiads

_Multiple-choice question papers
challenging grade 1-9 learners’ knowledge In a great way.

Subjects - all are available in English, some in Afrikaans (see website).
(—Robotics & Coding Olympiad now available for Grades 1-9.

Entering Your Child for the 2025 Conquesta Olympiads
Is easy, everything is sent and received via email.

Receive the question papers. @
C Afrikaans ) E @

Invigilate while your child writes at home.

Mathematics

Life Skills Send the completed papers back to us for marking.

Receive the results and certificates by the end of October!

=" Robotics &

» Coding Academic fun and recognition — all from the comfort of

your home. No hassle.

Life Orientation Past Papers - Perfect for revision and practice!

[}

-~ -t 2 See our website for samples of all our papers.
s ‘*gﬂﬁf}‘{t?ﬂ-‘a& i "CONQUESTA :
¥ iR " [s¥g : ot s - - .
Creative Arts por- A J gt P it s "
el ypad W D Bida=rn s e (W a[ v u]n]
et s WL *_'_."'-_- g
v = o &

L

-\

SRR g sl e ol ]
Social Science o - pomad® s e LoTrd B\
o BRRAY, -' 2025 Writing Dates:
Technology e
-
i A once off enrolment

:. AT W W
Natural Scienél T e
& B i ] CONCFUESTA 2034 =~y
e 4 August - 15 September
e T B . : Cost:
Bible Study) . —— fee of R27 per learner,
) (@) plus R30 per subject
per learner.

~

Contact us

for more information. \ E.g, If alearner takes
admin@conguestaolympiads.com \

(+27) 031 764 1972 | part in 3 subjects, it will cost:

General o (+27) 072 387 0651 (WhatsApp only)  |EEE YA EIN(E{ D] SUbjeCtS)
Knowledge ....,.\ or go to our website:

= R117.

www.conquestaolympiads.com
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i ’ Academic Olympiads are tests designed to challenge

learners’ knowledge in various subjects. They involve
problem-solving and creative thinking.

Conquesta has hosted multiple choice academic Olympiads since
1998, throughout South Africa and neighbouring countries, for learn-
ers from all walks of life. 2023 marked the 25th anniversary of their
annual Olympiads, and in 2024 they were awarded ‘Most Trusted
Educational Resource Provider’ in the Africa Excellence Awards.

~Jrusted |"a' efucatars
I!|‘°‘ f Prr LU
7 Conquesta’s Olympiads are available to learners in Grades 1-9 in English and M Jf"" __1-" J

Afrikaans. New papers based on the CAPS Curriculum are written every year by ,
top qualified teachers sourced from around the country. At the end of each year, these .

i papers get added to Conquesta’s vast past papers collection. Current subjects include

\ Maths, English, Afrikaans, Science, Technology, Life Skills, Social Sciences, EMS, General Knowledge, Bible

\ Study and Robotics & Coding.

~

Conquesta supplies everything to schools, and no

teacher training is required. The Olympiads are written Whv choose co“quesm owmma(IS?
at the school under the supervision of a teacher/parent. _ : —
Conquesta takes care of all the marking and schools g Years of experience, excellent service. -
receive certificates for every participant, regardless of @ Friendly staff a phone call away. ; Ay
results, in time for year-end prize giving. @ Fresh papers every year. !

(@ Everything is supplied to you. \
A results list showing all participants’ results is also pro- & No teacher training required. N
vided, together with Mathematics, Science and Tech- @ Conquesta does all the marking. Seoo
nology reports by learning area and grade, for grades 4 @ Certificates for every participant. :
-9 learners, enabling teachers to identify strengths and @ Easy access for homeschools and schools alike.
weaknesses in these areas. & Past papers are available for revision purposes.

The 2025 Conquesta Olympiads will
take place from 4 August to 15 September.

Past papers are available for purchase to help with revision and preparation.

Contact us: Past Papers:
0 +27 317641972 © 072 387 0651 africa@conquestapastpapers.com Q
& admin@conquestaolympiads.com & www.conquestaolympiads.com www.conquestapastpapers.com L1




read the classics

Explore the enduring and timeless value of [
classic books for children in today’s digital
world. This guide is a perfect entry point
to cultivate a deep love for reading and the
classics in your children.

Why Yourchild ==
oflould Read These “SSRE=-C
A (lassic books

In a world filled with digital distractions, the simple act of reading a book can seem almost revolutionary.
Introducing your child to classic literature can be a cornerstone of a rich homeschooling curriculum. It
builds a strong foundation in a South African context, where community and ‘ubuntu’ are cherished values,

the story’s focus on interconnectedness resonates deeply.

1. Charlotte’s Web by E.B. White

A heart-warming tale of friendship, loss, and loyalty, Charlotte’s Web has been a
beloved classic since its publication in 1952. The story of Wilbur the pig and his
unlikely friendship with Charlotte the spider is a gentle introduction to some of
life’s most profound themes.

Why it’s a classic: The book handles the concept of mortality with grace
and sensitivity. It teaches children about the cycle of life and the importance
of true friendship.

Educational Value: The language is beautiful and accessible, making it
an excellent choice for read-aloud sessions or for independent readers. It
offers opportunities to discuss empathy, kindness, and the value of keeping
a promise. In a South African context, where community and ‘ubuntu’ are

cherished values, the story’s focus on interconnectedness resonates deeply.

WINTER 2025 SA HOMESCHOOLING AND BEYOND



read the classics

2. The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe by C.S. Lewis

The first book published in The Chronicles of Narnia series, this fantasy novel
opens the door to a magical world locked away in a wardrobe. It is a story of
courage, sacrifice, and the eternal struggle between good and evil.

«  Why it’s a classic: C.S. Lewis masterfully weaves allegory and
adventure. The story is exciting and fast-paced, keeping young readers
engaged from the first page to the last.

+ Educational Value: The novel is rich with symbolism and can be
explored on multiple levels. It introduces children to complex narrative
structures and character archetypes. Use the story to discuss themes of
betrayal, forgiveness, and heroism. The imaginative world-building also
serves as a great prompt for creative writing exercises.

4. Where the Wild Things Are by Maurice Sendak

Though a picture book, Where the Wild Things Are is a profound classic that deals
with big emotions in a way that is accessible to even the youngest children. When
Max is sent to his room without supper, he sails away to an island inhabited by Wild
Things.

*  Why it’s a classic: The book gives children permission to feel their anger and
provides a safe, imaginative outlet for processing it. It reassures them that after
the storm of emotion passes, they will still be loved.

+ Educational Value: It is a masterclass in storytelling through both words and
illustrations. Use this book to talk about managing emotions and understanding
that it is okay to feel angry sometimes.

SA HOMESCHOOLING AND BEYOND WINTER 2025



Parents are more than just a watchful eye—they are mentors, motivators and memory-makers. For parents looking for
a transformative homeschool programme for their children, Accelerated Christian Education (A.C.E.) provides academic
excellence, as well as spiritual and character development.

One of the greatest advantages of the  A.C.E. homeschooling  emphasises  Beyondacademics, aparent’sinvolvement
A.C.E. homeschooling programme ) the cultivation of godly character. plays a crucial role in their child’s emotional
is how adaptable it is, built for ] Wholesomevaluesand character ~ and social development. Engaged parents
every child no matter their \ traits are woven into the fabric help children build confidence, resilience
needs. As a parent, you can of every module that children and effective communication skills. By
adjust the pace and explore engage with, at every grade  guiding them through challenges and
your child’s interests in level,  throughout their  celebrating their successes, you lay
ways that resonate with schooling with A.C.E. This  the foundation for lifelong emotional
their learning style. This daily discipleship moulds not intelligence.

personalised approach helps only behaviour but also the
children grasp concepts more heart, aligning with biblical values
deeply and fosters a genuine love of and shaping young lives.

learning.

This is where a programme like A.C.E.
shines: a Christian values-based learning
system that moulds to the needs of
each learner and encourages a deeper
connection with  God and His Word.

A Lasting Impact A.C.E.’s homeschooling curriculum allows
parents to encourage their children to
Your active participation in your child’s education sets the stage for long-term success. embrace these values.

Children with involved parents are more likely to develop positive attitudes towards

learning. In the journey of homeschooling your
children through A.C.E., your commitment
today paves the way for their achievements
tomorrow.

WINTER 2025 SA HOMESCHOOLING AND BEYOND



cooking & bonding

jake These Lasy

There is something truly special about the smell of freshly baked bread wafting
through the home. Baking with your children is not just about the delicious
results; it is a chance to connect, learn and create memories. This easy bread
recipe for kids is the perfect starting point for your family’s baking adventures. It
is a fantastic hands-on activity for homeschooling, combining science, maths,
and art in one tasty project.

Baking with your kids delivers more
than just a sweet treat. It is an
opportunity to teach them valuable
life skills. Measuring ingredients
introduces them to basic maths and
fractions, while kneading dough is a
fun way to develop their fine motor
skills. As you work together, you
create a space for open conversation
and teamwork. According to a study
on the benefits of cooking with
children, these shared experiences
can strengthen family bonds and
build self-esteem.

SA HOMESCHOOLING AND BEYOND WINTER 2025




Ingredients for Your White
Bread Rolls

e 500g cake wheat flour

e 10ml salt

® 5ml sugar

e 10g instant yeast

e 30g margarine, softened

e 320ml lukewarm water

Step-by-Step Instructions

1. Prepare Your Dry Ingredients: In a large bowl, mix the flour,
salt, and sugar. Then, stir in the instant yeast.

2. Add the Wet Ingredients: Rub the margarine into the flour
mixture with your fingertips. Gradually add the lukewarm water
and mix until a soft dough forms. This is a great sensory step
for little hands!

3. Time to Knead: Turn the dough out onto a lightly floured
surface. Knead for about 10 minutes until the dough is smooth
and elastic. This is where the real fun of this easy bread recipe
for kids begins! Let your children have a go at pushing and
folding the dough.

4. First Rise: Place the dough in a lightly greased bowl, cover
with a clean cloth, and let it rise in a warm spot for about 30
minutes, or until it has doubled in size. This is a great time to
explain the science of yeast.

5. Shape Your Rolls: Gently press the dough down. Divide it
into 12 equal pieces and roll each piece into a ball. Place the
rolls on a greased baking tray.

6. Second Rise: Cover the rolls and let them rise for another 20
minutes.

7. Bake to Perfection: Preheat your oven to 200°C. Bake the
rolls for 15-20 minutes, or until they are golden brown and
sound hollow when tapped on the bottom.

Earl Joseph is a parent to three
very different children one of
whom is homeschooled. He is
passionate about making cooking
accessible and enjoyable for
everyone, especially families.
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Education Solution

= 4K LED Display ensures quality and clarity of content.

* Connect to your network through hardware or wirelessly through Wi-Fi.
* Navigate and interact with content through 10 Peint multi-touch

» Include sound with the Parrot Sound Bar.

* Connect all devices through USE hub.

* Remote teaching via the Full HD Webcam with built - in microphone

= Make the physical digital through the Visualizaer.

= Facilitates Plug and Play.

Contact us for all items
included in this solution

L 010 140 4900 | == promations@parrolco.za | & www. partol.co.za Fallow us L__-E [EI IEI
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[he Beauty of the
Homeschooling Journey

Deciding to homeschool your child is often peppered with questions from well-meaning family members

and concerns about curriculum choices and socialisation. Yet, for a growing number of families, the

homeschooling journey in South Africa is proving to be one of the most rewarding decisions they can

make. It is a journey that goes far beyond ticking academic boxes; it is a process of discovery, connection
and profound beauty.

While the administrative side of homeschooling
requires careful planning, the day-to-day reality
is where the real transformation happens. It is
in the small moments—the shared laughter over
a science experiment, the spontaneous field
trip on a beautiful day, the comfort of learning
at one’s own pace—that the true value of this
educational choice shines through. This is not

just an alternative to school; it is a different
approach to life and learning.

The Beauty of a Flexible
Learning Schedule

One of the most immediate benefits of
homeschooling is the freedom from a rigid,
one-size-fits-all schedule. Conventional
schooling operates on a strict timetable
that does not always account for a child’s
natural rhythms or interests. A flexible
learning schedule in homeschooling allows
you to tailor the day to your child’s needs.




Homeschooling

Is your child an early riser, full

of energy in the morning? You
can tackle core subjects like
maths and science then. Do
they hit a creative peak in the
afternoon? That is the perfect
time for art, music, or project-
based learning. This adaptability
is invaluable. As the Pestalozzi
Trust, South Africa’s homeschool
legal defence association, often
highlights, homeschooling allows
education to be “custom-made
to the needs of each child.” This
flexibility reduces academic
anxiety and allows learning to
happen when a child is most
receptive.

The Beauty of Curiosity-Led
Education

Children are born with an innate
curiosity. The homeschooling
environment is uniquely
positioned to protect and nurture
this quality. When your child
develops a sudden interest in
ancient Egypt, you have the
freedom to lean into it. You

can visit a museum, borrow a
stack of library books, watch
documentaries and even try
cooking ancient Egyptian recipes.

This is parent-led education at
its finest. It transforms learning
from a passive activity into an
active pursuit of knowledge
driven by genuine interest.
This approach not only makes
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learning more enjoyable

and memorable but also

teaches children how to learn
independently—a critical skill

for life. Renowned educational
institutions like Harvard University
have published articles on the
power of curiosity in cognitive
development, confirming that

an engaged mind retains
information more
effectively.

The Beauty of
Strong Family Bonds

Perhaps the most profound
beauty of the homeschooling
journey is the opportunity to
build deeper, more meaningful
family relationships. By spending
your days learning and exploring
together, you create a shared
history and a foundation of
mutual respect. You are there
for the ‘ahal” moments and

the struggles quietly providing
guidance and encouragement
every step of the way.

This shared experience creates
a level of connection that can be
difficult to achieve when family
time is limited to evenings and
weekends. You get to know
your child not just as a student,
but as a whole person, with
unigue thoughts, passions, and
a distinct sense of humour. In

a world that often pulls families
apart, homeschooling provides a
structure to grow together.

The Beauty of a Customised
Pace

In a traditional classroom,
children are expected to learn

at the same pace. Some may

get bored waiting for others to
catch up, while others may feel
anxious about falling behind. The
homeschooling journey eliminates
this external pressure. If your child
grasps a mathematical concept
quickly, you can move on. If they
need more time with reading, you
can provide that support without
the stigma of being “behind.”

This individualised pacing builds
confidence. It assures children
that their educational journey

is their own and that it is okay

to have different strengths and
challenges. This approach aligns
with a mastery-based learning
philosophy, where understanding
a topic thoroughly is more
important than simply covering
the curriculum by a specific date.
This is one of the core benefits
that directly impacts a child’s
self-esteem and long-term love for
learning.

Move beyond
academics to
explore the deep
connections, flexible
learning and pure

joy of discovery that
make homeschooling
a rewarding choice
for families.
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1 SA Homeschooling
& Beyond readers,

WE WANT TO
HEAR FROM YOU!

Share your homeschool journey with us
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